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Though many people outside of the Muslim community know 
that a hijab is the head covering 
worn by some Muslim women, not 
everyone knows what the experi- 
ence of wearing a hijab is like, much 
less how to actually put on one.  This 
is exactly why Alaa Saffaf, senior, 
biology/pre-med, president of the 
Muslim Student Association (MSA), 
and her organization held World 
Hijab Day (WHD) on February 1 
on the second floor rotunda of the 
Millennium Student Center at the 
University of Missouri–St. Louis.
“MSA’s goal is to spread aware-
ness about Islam and Muslims, to 
break stereotypes, and to bring stu-
dents from different backgrounds 
together,” said Saffaf. “We want 
to bring diversity and a better un-
derstanding of Muslims to the St. 
Louis community and to the UMSL 
campus.”
MSA formed on UMSL’s cam-
pus in 1998. However, last year the 
MSA closed in the middle of the 
semester when the advisor for the 
organization was no longer a full-
time faculty member, and the pre-
vious president and vice president 
graduated. While the organization 
itself was not active last semester, 
Saffaf says that interest in the or-
ganization remained active. In re-
sponse to this, Saffaf; her brothers, 
Omar Saffaf, junior, biochemistry 
and biotechnology, and Khalid Saf-
faf, senior, biology; and her friend, 
Noreen Heyari, senior, revived the 
organization at the beginning of the 
spring 2017 semester. The Saffaf sib-
lings all serve as co-presidents of the 
organization, while Heyari serves as 
vice president. Edrees Sidiqi, senior, 
accounting, serves as the Student 
Government Association represen-
tative, and Tagreed Salameh, soph-
omore, business administration, 
serves as treasurer. Rouba Kaziz, 
freshman, pre-optometry, acts as 
secretary, and Nouri Abdelaal helps 
out with MSA events, though she is 
not an officer.
On February 1, the MSA cel-
ebrated WHD in the MSC. MSA 
members showed UMSL students 
how to wear the head covering that 
many Muslim women choose to 
wear. “The purpose of this event was 
to show girls what it’s like to wear 
a Hijab and what the hijab means 
in Islam. It showed how we are all 
standing in solidarity with Muslims 
not only around campus but around 
the whole world,” Saffaf said. 
“We want to encourage people 
to come ask us any questions that 
they may have about our religion, 
the way we dress, or the things we 
believe in. We want students to 
know that we don’t get offended 
when asked about that stuff. We ar-
en’t what the stereotypes portray us 
to be!” she continued.
The event was also covered by 
Fox 2 News.
Worldhijabday.com further ex-
plains the purpose of WHD. “The 
overall mission of WHD is to create 
a more peaceful world where global 
citizens respect each other. Particu-
larly, WHD focuses on fighting big-
otry, discrimination, and prejudice 
against Muslim women. This is most 
crucial in these times where Hijab 
is being banned in some countries 
while in other countries, Muslim 
women are being targeted and ha-
rassed verbally and physically,” the 
website states. 
WHD took off five years ago af-
ter New York native Nazma Khan 
launched the initial event in 2013. 
Khan asked women of all belief sys-
tems to try wearing the hijab for a 
day after experiencing discrimina-
tion and both verbal and physical 
harassment while growing up in 
New York City. Today, 140 countries 
worldwide celebrate WHD, though 
as the recent terrorist attack on the 
mosque in Quebec City and the re-
cent travel ban in the United States 
indicate, the discrimination persists. 
Saffaf and the MSA hope to un-
dermine this discrimination through 
open dialogue with UMSL students 
and the St. Louis community about 
not only the hijab but about Islam 
as a religion as well. “We hope to 
show students that Islam is a reli-
gion of peace. Muslims, Christians, 
Jews, etc.—we are all one, which is 
exactly what the UNITED States of 
America stands for. At the end of the 
day, we are all built the same way, no 
matter what we look like or believe 
in,” she said. 
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What’s
Inside:
UMSL Students Celebrate World 
Hijab Day Raising Awareness
Leah Jones
Features Editor
Noreen Heyari fits a hijab on Miriam Roccia for World Hijab Day. UMSL’s Muslim Student Association hosted the event.
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UMSL community members meet in the SGA chamber to discuss immigration.
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Immigration Meeting 
Held in SGA Chamber
Lance Jordan
Sports Editor
The Office of Internation-al Studies and Programs, the 
Counseling Services Department, 
and the University of Missouri–St. 
Louis Police Department held an 
open meeting regarding the new 
presidential executive orders, vi-
sas, and entry into the United States 
on January 31 at 2 p.m. in the SGA 
Chambers of the Millennium Stu-
dent Center.
Dr. Joel Glassman, associate 
provost for academic affairs and 
director of International Studies 
and Programs, started by stating he 
would like those at the meeting to 
“avoid a political discussion about 
whether this executive order was 
a good or bad thing because we 
have students facing some serious 
challenges.”
He explained that the focus of 
the meeting would be on immigra-
tion, safety, and counseling relative 
to the new order.
Rebecca Kehe, international 
student advisor, presented what the 
university did and did not know re-
garding the executive order passed 
down last week and what it meant 
for the international student body.
Kehe first addressed the January 
23 presidential memo that put a hir-
ing freeze on all federal departments 
and agencies, including the U.S. Cit-
izenship Immigration Services and 
the U.S. Department of State.  
Kehe explained, “This could 
cause application delays for any 
students who are applying for visa 
renewals, Optional Practical Train-
ing (OPT), reinstatement, off-cam-
pus work permission, for domestic 
student’s passport renewals, and 
applying for passports may also see 
long delays.” 
As defined by the International 
Student Insurance Institute, OPT is 
“a period during which undergrad-
uate and graduate students with F-1 
status who have completed or have 
been pursuing their degrees for 
more than nine months are permit-
ted by the United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
to work toward getting practical 
training to complement their field 
of studies.”
She went on to talk about the 
January 25 executive order clause 
on immigration, which allows po-
lice to participate in the Delegation 
of Immigration Authority Section 
287(g) Immigration and Nationali-
ty Act. According to the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
website, the 287(g) program “allows 
a state or local law enforcement en-
tity to enter into a partnership with 
ICE, under a joint Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA), in order to 
receive delegated authority for im-
migration enforcement within their 
jurisdictions.”
Kehe continued, “Within that 
executive order, it also had a clause 
that said that immigration officers 
can detain individuals on suspicion 
of violating federal law or state law, 
including federal immigration law. 
So that means that an immigration 
officer can detain an individual on 
suspicion of any crime, whether it is 
a federal or state violation.”
Kehe went over the last execu-
tive order passed down on January 
27, which suspends any visa, admis-
sion, or other benefit from foreign 
continued on page 3
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There is no winner yet!  
Yesterday, at a hot dog stand, 100 people 
bought a single hot dog. Among these 
100 people, 80 added mustard, 85 added 
ketchup, 80 added relish, and 90 added 
onions. What is the least number of hot 
dogs which had all four toppings?  
Email your solutions to covertdj@umsl.edu.
Math Problem of the Week
The following is a series of daily crime 
and incident reports issued by the University 
of Missouri–St. Louis Police Department be-
tween January 27 and January 31.
January 27: At 5 p.m. a student reported 
that they had lost a purse containing cash in a 
restroom in the Millennium Student Center.
January 28: No incidents were reported 
on this date.
January 29: UMSL PD took a delayed re-
port on an auto accident involving two vehi-
cles that occurred at Mark Twain Drive and 
University Place on January 22. There was 
minor damage and no injuries.
January 30: A syringe found at the Thom-
as Jefferson Library was turned in to UMSL 
PD and packaged for safekeeping.
January 31: At 4:38 a.m. a student was 
transported from Mansion Hill Apartments 
to the hospital after feeling sick.
Lori Dresner
News Editor
Distribution Manager 
Must be able to work Mondays 
email: thecurrentads@umsl.edu
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President Donald Trump an-nounced his nomination for 
Supreme Court justice the evening 
before The Current Student News-
paper’s What’s Current Wednesday 
series about Trump’s impact on the 
Supreme Court. The timeliness and 
importance of the selection helped 
fill Century Room C of the Millenni-
um Student Center with people who 
came to hear Barbara Graham, asso-
ciate professor in the Department of 
Political Science, lead a discussion 
about the credentials of the nomi-
nee, the history of the justices, and 
the importance of the nominee in 
comparison to political influences.
Graham first discussed how the 
Supreme Court justice vacancy oc-
curred when Justice Antonin Scalia 
died on February 13, 2016. Usual-
ly the process of appointing a new 
justice begins with the president 
nominating an individual, the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee checking 
the individual’s background and 
credentials, and the nominee then 
going to a hearing with the Senate. 
A nominee may withdraw, but after 
the hearing, the committee takes a 
vote on whether to recommend the 
approval of the full Senate. Even if 
all of the individuals on the commit-
tee oppose the nominee, the nomi-
nation is traditionally sent to the full 
Senate with the recommendation to 
reject the appointment of the nom-
inee. There is then a debate on the 
Senate floor led by the chair of the 
Judiciary Committee. A filibuster 
that requires 60 votes to end debate 
(aka cloture) may take place, but if 
there is no filibuster, the next step is 
a vote that requires a simple 51-vote 
majority to approve the nominee.
After Scalia’s death, then-Pres-
ident Barack Obama nominated 
Merrick Garland for the vacancy in 
March. The Republican majority in 
the Senate refused to meet with the 
nominee, halting the entire nom-
ination process until after the in-
coming president would be elected 
and in office January 20. Refusal 
to meet the nominee began before 
President Obama even made a nom-
ination, forcing the Supreme Court 
to operate without all nine justices 
for 11 months.
Graham flawlessly moved on to 
explain why the Republican major-
ity Senate would want to refuse to 
meet with any nominee: politics. 
There are nine Supreme Court jus-
tices, and Scalia’s seat was the ma-
jority tipping point for the Supreme 
Court. Four of the justices were ap-
pointed by Democratic presidents 
and four were appointed by Re-
publican presidents. Since there is 
a Republican president and Senate, 
it seemed likely that the president 
would nominate a conservative who 
would side more with the previous 
justice’s political views. Trump’s 
nominee is Neil Gorsuch, who is a 
judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 10th Circuit Court in Colora-
do. Gorsuch would be the youngest 
justice on the court at age 49. This is 
significant since the appointment is 
for life, and a younger justice would 
likely serve for a longer period of time.
One of the handouts provided 
at the event was an article by Darla 
Cameron from the Washington Post. 
The handout stated that Trump’s 
original list of potential nomina-
tions contained 21 names, and “Re-
searchers attempted to measure 
the likelihood that each potential 
Trump nominee would be the most 
Scalia-like of the group. Gorsuch 
was ranked second.”
Some were concerned with Gor-
such’s age. Since justices serve life-
long terms, he could possibly serve 
on the court for a long time influenc-
ing policy decisions. Graham agreed 
that it is potentially a long time to 
serve, but she said that only about 
7,000 to 8,000 cases are appealed to 
the Supreme Court each year. The 
Supreme Court only takes about 75 
of those cases. Graham pointed out 
that the lower court appointments 
from the president are important to 
the overall system as well. Graham 
said, “The likelihood that these cas-
es are going to the Supreme Court 
are very slim. That’s why lower 
court decisions are important in the 
federal system.”
The ending question posed by 
Graham was whether Democrats 
should block Trump’s nomination 
for Supreme Court justice. Gra-
ham said that some believe there 
could potentially be no checks and 
balances with a Republican pres-
ident, House of Representatives, 
Senate, and also a Republican ma-
jority in the Supreme Court. Trump 
has told Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell to “go nuclear” 
to approve the nominee. This move 
would mean that the filibuster stage 
would be skipped and the decision 
would go immediately to a Senate 
vote, which the Republicans con-
trol with 52 seats to approve the 
nominee, without opposition in 
the cloture step. Students who at-
tended the discussion argued back 
and forth over whether Democrats 
should fight the nomination process 
as the Republicans did for President 
Obama’s nomination. Timothy Lew-
is, PhD candidate, political science, 
said, “You are replacing a conser-
vative vacancy with a conservative 
judge. You’re not gaining or losing 
anything.” 
The next What’s Current 
Wednesday discussion will be on 
March 1 in MSC room 316 in collab-
oration with The New York Times 
and the University of Missouri–St. 
Louis’ Community Outreach and 
Engagement Office.
WCW Discusses Political Struggle Over Court Nomination
Kat Riddler
Editor-In-Chief
nationals with nonimmigrant visas 
from seven countries—Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Libya, Sudan, Yemen, and So-
malia—for 90 days. Other countries 
can be added to this list after 60 days 
if they do not comply with the se-
curity measures put in place by the 
executive government.
“This impacts students from 
those countries who are on F-1, F-2 
visas, H-1 or H-4, J-1, J-2 depen-
dents; this also affects any family 
that would come visit, applications 
for any adjustment status with the 
advance parole, and legal perma-
nent residents. They would assess 
the number of people who could 
enter on a case-by-case basis.... The 
only nonimmigrant visas who have 
exception to this are any diplomat, 
NATO, or United Nations visas,” 
Kehe said.
Also on the executive order was 
the suspension of the U.S. refugee 
program for 120 days. The order 
suspends the intake of Syrian refu-
gees indefinitely and decreases the 
yearly cap of refugees allowed into 
the U.S. from 120,000 to 50,000 in-
dividuals per year.
Kehe added, “It also suspends 
the visa interview waiver program 
for individuals who have been stu-
dents in the United States where 
countries have permitted them to 
just apply online then go pick up 
your visa. You will have to go in for 
a visa interview every time.” 
Referring to the January 25 ex-
ecutive order that stated that people 
could be detained for federal or state 
violations, Kehe stated, “We are still 
seeking clarification from the exec-
utive government. We don’t know 
what federal or state laws they’re 
talking about.”
Kehe also spoke about the Jan-
uary 27 executive order and stated 
that neither she nor her department 
knows if other countries will be list-
ed on this immigrant/nonimmigrant 
ban.
“Additionally we do not know 
what is included in the ‘other’ ben-
efits clause of that ban. The issuing 
of visas and entry is very clear, but 
the ‘other’ benefits clause is where 
we are still seeking clarification 
from the USCIS and the executive 
government,” Kehe said.
For passport holders of the coun-
tries that are listed, the university 
recommends avoiding international 
travel until the ban is lifted, which is 
expected to take place April 27.
“Only emergency travel should 
be done at this point,” Kehe said.
If students from any of those 
countries choose to leave the United 
States for emergency or other per-
sonal matters, the university warns 
that passport holders on the coun-
tries listed can expect to be denied 
re-entry into the U.S. even with a 
valid visa in their passport.
“If you must travel for emergen-
cy or other circumstances, we rec-
ommend that you consult with our 
office or an immigration attorney 
before you travel,” Kehe said.
Kehe also mentioned that travel-
ing while the semester is in session 
leads to more questions from Cus-
tom and Border Protection. Those 
planning to travel over the summer 
or to renew their visas should ex-
pect that it will take much longer 
than it has in the past.
The Office of International 
Studies also recommends that in-
ternational students carry contact 
information for the International 
Student Services Office and com-
plete and carry a G-28, a form with 
USCIS that officially appoints an at-
torney to represent an individual, in 
case they are detained at the airport 
during this time.
“For lawful residents of the 
United States, if you are asked to 
sign an I-407, do not sign that form. 
Ask to see an attorney before you 
sign any form. The I-407 is UCIS 
abandonment of permanency form, 
if you sign this form it cancels your 
green card,” Kehe said.
Dr. Christopher Sullivan, Clin-
ical Director for Counseling Ser-
vices, who has previous experience 
working in the International Stud-
ies Office, spoke next about the role 
counseling services plays in provid-
ing support.
“These are frightening times for 
a lot of people, even if you’re not di-
rectly affected by these things that 
are coming up. So we’re open to 
meeting with students and groups of 
students to talk about some of these 
concerns,” he said.
UMSL PD presented last in 
the meeting. Captain Daniel Freet, 
Commanding Officer of Bureau of 
Police Operations, reassured stu-
dents that campus police does not 
report to immigration authorities 
and are more focused on keeping a 
positive environment on campus for 
U.S. and international students.
“We have a pattern of working 
with international students and 
a diverse student population that 
goes back years and years,” Freet 
said. “We’re not strangers to people 
finding themselves in uncomfort-
able positions. First of all, we are 
very approachable, we have nothing 
to do with immigration, and we’re 
not empowered under state statute 
to enforce immigration. We’re cam-
pus police dedicated to your safety 
and well-being.”
To reassure attendees at the 
meeting and students feeling un-
easy about the executive order, Kehe 
said, “This order is not a deportation 
order for the seven countries listed. 
It is only an entry ban executive 
order.” 
As the group opened the floor 
for questions, one student asked 
what type of briefing local law en-
forcement has received on these ex-
ecutive orders.
“We have not been contacted 
directly by the federal authorities,” 
Freet said. “The International Asso-
ciation of the Chiefs of Police … just 
this morning had a release and they 
made it clear that the federal gov-
ernment cannot mandate any of us 
to be immigration agents. As far as 
local departments, to be frank with 
you, we’re busy with other things. I 
cannot imagine spending any time 
or any other department spending 
time on someone’s green card.”
A faculty member asked what 
the campus is doing to get the infor-
mation out to the rest of the campus.
“What we’ve been doing in our 
office is contacting those who have 
been affected by the ban first, then 
permanent residents and refugees 
to make sure they are afforded that 
information,” said Daniel Doerr, 
assistant director of international 
admissions. “This is one of the first 
sessions. If there are further devel-
opments we will have more of these. 
We are putting together information 
for a website.”
What’s Current Wednesday attendees discuss President Trump’s Supreme Court justice nominee.
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Immigration, Safety, and Counseling Services Discussed 
at Open Meeting on Immigration in SGA Chamber
continued from page 1
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With his most recent box of-fice flops “After Earth” and 
“The Last Airbender” now firmly 
behind him, it seems M. Night Shy-
amalan has once again found his 
groove with his latest movie, “Split.”
Released January 20 and already 
raking in a whopping $101.1 million, 
this PG-13 movie is about three high 
school girls (Anya Taylor-Joy, Haley 
Lu Richardson, and Jessica Sula) 
who are kidnapped by a man (James 
McAvoy) diagnosed with 23 differ-
ent personalities and an emerging 
24th personality. 
This 117-minute-long horror 
movie is receiving high praise, top-
ping box offices at No. 1 for two 
weeks straight and perhaps even a 
third by the time you read this paper. 
Below are two different reviews 
for the 2017 movie “Split.” You could 
say that opinions were rather split.
Pros
 The acting, cinematography, and 
storytelling of the movie are superb. 
McAvoy really embraces his role, 
making each of his personalities di-
verse with their own accents, body 
gestures, facial expressions and out-
fits. Within the movie, he was able 
to flesh out numerous characters, 
from nine-year-old Hedwig to Jade, 
a teenage girl with diabetes—each of 
whom felt as real as the next. Only 
an actor with a serious attention to 
detail and passion for his craft could 
have accomplished such a feat, and 
McAvoy earned a larger spot in the 
credits because of it. 
This movie seemed to seam-
lessly weave three stories into one: 
McAvoy’s personalities and their 
current lives outside of the kidnap-
ping, his interactions with the girls 
he had kidnapped, and a separate 
story explaining the traumatic past 
of one of the kidnapped girls. 
Upon witnessing the initial kid-
napping, you are immediately drawn 
into the story and the broken mind 
of McAvoy’s character, Kevin Wen-
dell Crumb. The movie continued 
to flow extremely well from scene 
to scene and successfully wove to-
gether these three seemingly ran-
dom stories into one comprehensive 
whole.
Overall, this was a good movie, 
with a strong beginning but a weak 
ending. So far, it’s doing extremely 
well, so it looks like a sequel could 
be on the horizon. However, before 
we think about sequels, we must 
focus on this current movie. While 
“Split” should not make you run to 
the theaters, “Split” would be a good 
candidate to consider the next time 
you find yourself at Redbox search-
ing for a movie to watch. 
Cons
Classified as a horror, this movie 
falls a little flat for the genre. It is 
neither scary nor would it be con-
sidered a psychological thriller. De-
spite a strong beginning, the movie 
slowly begins to lose direction as it 
progresses. It was as if the movie it-
self were split in its own intentions, 
unsure of whether it was a horror 
movie or a psychological thriller. 
It left one feeling unsatisfied by its 
conclusion, and even Shyamalan’s 
signature twist ending was weaker 
than ever. 
I had high hopes for this movie, 
but with high hopes comes easy dis-
appointment. Although I still found 
myself yearning to know the con-
clusion, there was nothing shock-
ing about it, and the ending left you 
with an almost anticlimactic feeling. 
There are rumors circulating on the 
internet of a surprise twist at the 
end of this movie that was supposed 
to knock my socks off. But when the 
twist came, I just sat there in my 
seat, confused and with both socks 
still on. If you are not familiar with 
Shyamalan’s previous works, then 
the twist might make you feel a lit-
tle left out. I left feeling confused 
instead of surprised.
In fact, the only intriguing part 
of the ending was that “Split” con-
nects to a previous film he made, 
in an apparent attempt to create a 
“Shyamalan Extended Universe.” 
But instead of opening the door for 
more stories, I feel that this ending 
only cheapened the rest of the mov-
ie, giving the impression that you 
have only watched a very long trail-
er for its sequel. 
Although it would be difficult 
to call this film a masterpiece when 
placed side-by-side with his previ-
ous works, if you clear your head of 
unrealistic expectations, then Split 
really does work as a good movie. 
However, it is difficult to do so be-
cause of the connected ending. Re-
gardless, this may mark the end of 
Shyamalan’s “Flop Phase” and mark 
the beginning of a new chapter in 
his filmmaking career. 
The Reviews Are Split for Shyamalan’s ‘Split’
Michelle Reynolds
Staff writer
Sean Rolwing
staff writer
Anya Taylor-Joy, Jessica Sula, Haley Lu Richardson, and James McAvoy in M. Night Shyamalan’s “Split.”
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Released January 24, “Resi-dent Evil 7: Biohazard” centers 
around a different, more secluded 
side of the Resident Evil series. De-
veloped and published by Capcom, 
the new Resident Evil gameplay 
appeals to both old and new gen 
players, while uniting many gaming 
concepts seen throughout 2016.
In “Resident Evil 7: Biohazard,” 
a husband named Ethan searches 
for his wife, Mia, who went missing 
three years earlier after saying she 
had a babysitting job. In the story’s 
present, Ethan receives a call from 
her asking him to pick her up from 
a somewhat secluded location. By 
these standards alone, the setup 
is plausible, but you must remem-
ber, this is a horror video game. For 
those who received the chance to 
play the demo, once you start play-
ing the official game, the demo char-
acters’ items (i.e., their van, camera, 
and flyers), can be found immedi-
ately after discovering the house. 
Besides the obviously eerie begin-
ning, what makes the game so great 
and has every Youtube gamer on it?
In all honesty, there has been 
a downhill slide in gameplay and 
development in the Resident Evil 
series. Gamers were either really 
tired of a repetitive storyline or not 
impressed with the zombie-infect-
‘Resident Evil 7: Biohazard’ is a 
Refreshing Comeback
Danyel Poindexter
Staff Writer
It seems there could be no bet-ter time than the dead of winter 
for a new release from acclaimed 
experimental composer William 
Basinski. The ethereal melancholy 
that resounds throughout his work 
is a perfect sonic complement to 
the cold, gray onslaught of January. 
From his famous 2002 monument 
to destruction and decay, “The 
Disintegration Loops,” to more re-
cent projects like “The Garden of 
Brokenness” and “Nocturnes,” Ba-
sinski’s music embodies the repeti-
tiveness and hibernal solitude of the 
winter season. “A Shadow in Time,” 
released January 18, is no exception.
The album is composed of two 
songs, both around 20 minutes in 
length. The first track, from which 
the album gets its name, begins with 
an airy, evolving loop of singing 
bowls layered over a high-pitched 
underwater drone that has become 
something of a signature for Basins-
ki. In a 2013 interview with Alex-
ander Vesterlund, Basinski said of 
his looping process, “[S]ometimes 
something will happen where a 
kind of eternal perfection happens 
and you can’t tell the beginning or 
the end. And it just seems to create 
a timeless, sort of amniotic bubble 
that you can just float in. When that 
happens, then [I say,] ‘Ok, this is a 
good one, I’m on to something here.’ 
So this is what I sort of look for.” 
Such a bubble of timelessness 
is exactly what Basinski has engi-
neered on “A Shadow of Time.” The 
track paradoxically feels both much 
longer and much shorter than its 
23-minute duration. The first re-
minder that time is indeed passing 
comes to listeners at around five 
minutes in, with the introduction of 
a low, rumbling bass, adding depth 
to the track and intensifying its liq-
uid, uterine embrace. An overdriven 
static begins to cut in and reverber-
ate in the distance at around the 
7-minute mark, and by the end of the 
of the track the singing bowls have 
faded away entirely, leaving in their 
place an ominous ringing that fades 
slowly into complete silence.
The second track on the album, 
“For David Robert Jones,” is an ele-
giac tribute to the late David Bowie, 
who died of liver cancer in Janu-
ary 2016. The track pays homage to 
“Blackstar” in particular, Bowie’s 
final project, which was released 
a only few days before his death. 
Many of the tracks on “Blackstar” 
feature improvisational jazz sax-
ophone, and in “For David Robert 
Jones,” Basinski intentionally loops 
a few mangled and distorted sax 
notes, creating a brassy ghost that 
echoes eerily throughout the track. 
“For David Robert Jones” is a truly 
moving and tasteful tribute to the 
deceased pop icon. 
“A Shadow in Time” was re-
leased through Basinski’s label 2062 
and is available in vinyl, CD, or dig-
ital formats.
Daniel Strawhun
A&E Editor
Album Review: ‘A 
Shadow in Time’
The long-neglected roots of the “Resident 
Evil” series have finally made an impressive 
return, and the ‘survival’ in the game’s 
description is no joke.
CO
UR
TE
SY
 O
F W
ILL
IA
M
 B
AS
IN
SK
I
The album’s cover.
continued on page 8
“Resident Evil 7: Biohazard” gameplay
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Black History month began on February 1 at the Black His-
tory Kickoff event on the 3rd floor 
in the Millennium Student Center. 
Vast numbers of people made their 
way to this event, which informed 
attendees of upcoming events to 
celebrate black history, music, and 
food. People from different back-
grounds conversed with each other 
and learned about what is to come in 
the upcoming month. 
Although the University of 
Missouri–St. Louis has celebrated 
Black History Month before, there 
has never been an official kickoff for 
the events. Ashlee Roberts, assistant 
director in the Office of Student In-
volvement, explained, “This is our 
first time doing a kickoff in a for-
mal manner, and it gives us the op-
portunity to bring a lot of different 
people from across campus together 
around something that’s very com-
mon, such as food. Food is always a 
low level interaction that gets peo-
ple to engage in diverse activities 
and gives us the platform to build 
an awareness about the things that 
are happening and to promote Black 
History Month.” 
One of the organizations active 
during the kickoff was the Asso-
ciated Black Collegians (ABC), an 
organization that is known for en-
riching, educating, and serving the 
UMSL and local communities. ABC 
represented themselves by having a 
table at the event and providing in-
formation on other events that will 
happen on campus. Taylor Milon, 
sophomore, discussed the events 
that will happen this month. “ABC 
has a list of events for Black History 
Month. We have the opening lun-
cheon, the Women in [the] Black 
Panthers [Movement], [and] we 
have a Black Love event. We just 
have a list of events that we have 
going on,” she said. 
Some events that UMSL stu-
dents can expect to see featured this 
month include the “Women in the 
Black Panther Movement” on Feb-
ruary 7 at 12 p.m. in Century Room 
C in conjunction with the Gender 
Studies department. “Black Love,” a 
panel that will address relationships 
just five days before Valentine’s Day, 
will show on February 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Century Room B. “Soul’d Out 3” 
will play in the Century Rooms on 
February 10 at 7 p.m. “Celebrat-
ing Black Student Leadership” will 
take place on February 18 at 6 p.m. 
in the Office of Student Involve-
ment. Sybrina Fulton, mother of the 
late Trayvon Martin, will speak on 
February 22 at 7 p.m. in the J.C. Pen-
ney Auditorium. “Black in St. Louis: 
Sculpting the Future” will also take 
place in the J.C. Penney Auditori-
um on February 23 at 6 p.m. “Fri-
day Night Flicks: Moon Light” will 
play on February 24 at 7 p.m. in the 
SGA Chambers, and “Demystifying 
the Divine Nine” will take place on 
February 27 in Pilot House at 6 p.m. 
The Office of Student Involvement, 
the Associated Black Collegians, the 
University Program Board, the Mi-
nority Student Nurses Association, 
the Multi-Greek Council, and the 
At the International House (iHouse) at the University of 
Missouri–St. Louis, Annie Mbale, 
senior, business administration, re-
ceives guests with open arms and the 
warmth and welcome that charac-
terize the whole place. Mbale spoke 
about her involvement in school, the 
importance of the iHouse in her life, 
and the asset it could be for many 
other students.
Mbale came from Malawi to 
the United States six years ago and 
has been at UMSL for three years. 
Her majors are international busi-
ness and marketing, but that is not 
enough to keep her busy. Mbale also 
works at the Recreation and Well-
ness Center (RWC) and is involved 
in several student organizations, 
such as the Pan-African Association, 
Midwest Model United Nations, and 
the International Business Club. 
Mbale is an iHouse leader, 
which means she is in charge of the 
office hours and the events that go 
on at the iHouse together with Pei-
yu “Perry” Ji, graduate, information 
systems, who is from China. Howev-
er, Mbale’s stories about the iHouse 
and her involvement tell a tale of 
dedication to the international and 
local community that does not stop 
at just a space to study or engage in 
a friendly talk.
Mbale recalls her first moments 
at UMSL and, particularly, at the 
iHouse vividly. She talks about the 
group of international students who 
frequent the house, which was made 
up of about 20 people. That group 
helped Mbale find herself at home, 
and the group remains close-knit. 
She remembers: “The International 
House for me was home, and I know 
it is home for most international stu-
dents. This was THE home for us. 
It was exciting to have a home that 
wasn’t the dorms.”
However, it was not only feel-
ing comfortable in that place that 
moved Mbale to get involved in 
the iHouse. When she came to the 
United States for the first time, she 
was living with an American family, 
which made the process of adjust-
ing to a new place and culture much 
easier. Then, Mbale wanted to do 
the same for others. “[I wanted to] 
help people to adjust to the Ameri-
can culture, to grow,” she said. Soon 
enough, she found herself helping 
her friends, and she thought she 
could use her desire to get involved 
on campus. 
Once she became an iHouse 
leader, Mbale started giving advice 
to those new students who were try-
ing to become successful in this new 
place. She sees her involvement in 
other organizations as beneficial to 
the house. Mbale explained, “This is 
my way of getting involved. I’m also 
involved in many organizations. So, 
that’s the other reason why I feel 
like [in] this house, [and in] work-
ing here, I expose the house to the 
organizations and I expose the or-
ganizations to the house. When 
students come to the events, they 
would be like ‘I’m bored’; and I ask 
‘What is your major?’ ... ‘Where are 
you from?’” She also maintains that 
working with organizations helps 
to promote the iHouse to students 
who are not acquainted with how it 
works.
Even though the iHouse name 
suggests that it is a place for the in-
ternational student body, Mbale ex-
plained that this is not the case. The 
iHouse, located across from Benton 
Hall in North Campus on Natural 
Bridge, opened its doors in 2010 as 
a “space for intercultural exchange,” 
according to the International Stu-
dent and Scholar Services’ homep-
age. Mbale’s mindset of dedication 
is directed to make this a fact. 
Mbale recalled a Halloween par-
ty in which her friends helped her 
dress as an African princess with 
her African outfits. What she real-
ly liked about it was that everyone 
had costumes that were not famil-
iar to everyone else. Every student 
was willing to explain the history 
of their costumes and what they 
meant. Another significant event for 
the iHouse is the Welcoming Dinner 
held in the fall, in which new stu-
dents get to mingle and make new 
friends. 
The iHouse has a packed calen-
dar of events every semester. Mbale 
explained that their advisor, Rebec-
ca Kehe, is always around to help, 
since only Mbale and Ji run the en-
tire iHouse. Mbale added that usu-
ally a lot of students volunteer and 
collaborate. “Honestly, I just have 
to text people. It’s just up to me to 
ask for help. The Welcoming Dinner 
was supposed to start at 6 [p.m.] and 
people were already here at 4 [p.m.]. 
I didn’t even know what task to give 
them, but they were here, wanting 
to help,” she said.
Yet, it is not only about parties. 
She talked about the spaces of the 
two-story building and explained 
that the top floor is where the lead-
ers live, but the downstairs space—
the kitchen, living room, dining 
room, and office space—is open 
to everyone: “If someone wants to 
come and watch TV because they 
don’t have a TV, they can come and 
do that. ... We try to make it so that 
they don’t miss home that much. 
They feel like this is their home.” 
The feeling of “home” was a recur-
rent topic for Mbale, since her first 
experiences in this country gave her 
a gratifying feeling that she wants to 
share. 
The iHouse is set up so that 
students can come in during office 
hours and have a home-cooked 
meal, some tea, or a place to take a 
nap. They have blankets available 
for students and a TV ready to help 
students take a break from study-
ing. Food is also important to en-
hance that feeling of home. “They 
can come and cook food from their 
home, which I think it’s import-
ant because if you’re living in Villa 
or Oak Hall, there are no personal 
kitchens, so it’s hard to get adjust-
ed to food,” Mbale said. “That’s 
one thing that we struggle with as 
International Students. It’s getting 
adjusted to American food. For me, 
everything at home was fresh. ... It 
took me a while.”
Mbale believes that the events 
at the iHouse would create a great-
er intercultural exchange if Amer-
ican students frequented it more. 
She said, “If there’s one thing that 
international students love is to see, 
[it is] American students and [to] 
learn from them. Like, if we have a 
Halloween event, and [the Ameri-
can students] can explain it to [the 
international students], [it means a 
lot to them] because they have no 
idea. [Or when American students 
say] ‘This is why we do Thanksgiv-
ing. This is the history,’ they like to 
hear those stories. And I wish more 
American students would come to 
our events.”
However, Mbale’s desire goes 
beyond experiencing holidays. She 
believes that the iHouse could be a 
place for cultural encountering and 
fraternizing. “One thing I want is for 
American students to understand 
that it [the iHouse] is open to every-
one,” she said.
The UMSL International House: A Home for All
UMSL Kicks Off Black History Month Celebrations
Victoria Bauer
Social Media Director
Candice Murdock
Staff Writer
The logo for Black History Month at UMSL.
The iHouse serves as a home away from home for international students.
continued on page 8
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Gender Studies department help to 
sponsor the events. 
Imani Reid, junior, nursing, and 
a member of ABC said, “ABC is host-
ing a ‘Black Love’ event which is a 
panel of black couples who will talk 
about their successes, challenges, 
advice, etc. The relationships will 
be in different stages, whether that 
will be in dating [or in] marriage.”
Sybrina Fulton will speak as a 
part of the OSI Speaker Series about 
the 2012 death of her unarmed black 
son, Trayvon Martin, at the hands of 
Officer George Zimmerman, and the 
high-profile case which followed 
and spurred her to become an ac-
tivist. Students can purchase tickets 
for the event at the Touhill box of-
fice with their student IDs, and the 
public can purchase tickets online.
Although these are just a few 
events that are being presented at 
UMSL, this is a time set apart by 
Carter G. Woodson, the father of 
Black History Month, to recognize 
the key people who are left out of 
the history books and the media, 
while also paying homage to the 
people who played a significant part 
in making the world a better place.
Today
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There has been no shortage of talent in the University of Mis-
souri–St. Louis’ men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving team’s roster. 
Announced January 31 at the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC) 
office, UMSL’s Merel Visser, fresh-
man, criminology, was awarded her 
first Women’s Athlete of the Week 
award. 
Visser stated the award did not 
put any pressure on her going into 
the GLVC Championships, and that 
she did not find out about the award 
through the GLVC office. 
“I didn’t even know, honestly. I 
found out through our own Face-
book page [UMSL Swimming & Div-
ing] and the UMSL athletics page,” 
Visser said. “It feels really great to 
get something like that.”
Originating from Delden, Neth-
erlands, Visser began going to sports 
clubs at the age of eight years old. 
In the Netherlands and many other 
foreign countries, sports clubs are 
created by its members, players and 
supporters, and act separately from 
any institutions. Being recognized 
as a good swimmer, Visser contin-
ued her career of swimming. 
“I really liked it, my lifeguards, 
coaches, and family were support-
ing me,” Visser said. “I’m from a 
really sporty family, so if you play 
sports you’re fine.”
After talking with UMSL’s head 
men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving coach, Tomas Kuzvard, 
Visser realized that the university 
would give her the best opportunity 
not only in swimming but academ-
ics as well. Visser stated, “UMSL 
really jump-started its criminolo-
gy program, so that was one really 
good reason to come here. Then af-
ter Skyping with coach [Kuzvard], I 
had a feeling we could have this nice 
bond, so that really pulled me in.” 
Visser continues to cause waves 
on the Triton’s women’s swim team, 
as Visser swam to a school record in 
the 1,000-yard freestyle (10:52:38) 
on January 28 at a tri-meet at NCAA 
DI school Saint Louis University. 
Motivated on the possibility of 
going to nationals, Visser is sure to 
go far in her swim career. “I’m re-
ally hoping to make it to nationals 
once. That would be really great,” 
Visser said. 
Visser puts in hard work both in 
and outside the pool, with improv-
ing her technique and endurance 
to hopefully make it to nationals. 
Outside of swimming, Visser stud-
ies criminology with police officer 
being just one of her possible career 
goals. After getting over the chal-
lenges of her first semester, she has 
seemingly found a good athletic-ac-
ademic balance in order to find suc-
cess here at UMSL.
Visser enjoys meeting new peo-
ple through activities on campus 
along with going on adventures. 
One of her favorite locations out-
side the campus is the Delmar Loop, 
where she can grab a coffee or froyo. 
Visser also enjoys reading primari-
ly crime-related books, but she has 
finished the new Harry Potter book 
as well. 
Visser, along with the men’s and 
women’s swim teams, will continue 
to display their impressive skills and 
talents in the GLVC Championships, 
a four-day event starting February 8 
in Crawfordsville, Indiana.
Women’s Swim Team Spotlight: Freshman Merel Visser 
Lance Jordan
Sports Editor
Merel Visser, recent winner of her 1st 
GLVC Women’s Athlete of the Week. 
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The University of Missouri–St. Louis Triton women’s basket-
ball team pulled off a 77–73 win over 
the University of Illinois Springfield 
Prairie Stars in a Great Lakes Valley 
Conference (GLVC) matchup in 
Springfield, Illinois, on February 2. 
Laura Szorenyi, sophomore, com-
munications, netted a career-high 
31 points to help lead the Tritons to 
victory, boosting their record to 10-
10 overall and 5-7 in GLVC play.
The Tritons got off to a strong 
start, gaining a 25-13 lead over the 
Prairie Stars in the first quarter. Ten 
of those points came from Szorenyi, 
who posted two free throws, two 
3-pointers, and a layup during the 
quarter. Jordan Fletcher, redshirt 
junior, business administration, also 
played solidly, posting three layups 
and two free throws to help the Tri-
tons pull ahead.
In the second quarter, the Tri-
tons held on to the lead, despite the 
Prairie Stars coming within a point 
of tying the game. Layups early in 
the quarter by Fletcher and Rob-
neisha Lee, senior, liberal studies, 
helped the Tritons to a 29-17 lead 
with 8:25 left to go in the quarter. 
The Prairie Stars fought back late 
in the quarter, however, cutting the 
Tritons’ lead to 38-37 at the 1:00 
mark. By the end of the quarter, the 
Tritons held a narrow 39-37 lead 
over the Prairie Stars. 
A 3-pointer by Szorenyi and 
a layup by Sydney Bloch, senior, 
business administration and crim-
inology, early in the third quarter 
helped the Tritons gain a 44-37 
lead on their opponents. However, 
Springfield picked up momentum 
and tied the game 44-44 at the 6:25 
mark. The Tritons again reclaimed 
the lead with layups by Bloch and 
Szorenyi, but the Prairie Stars tied 
the game twice with less than four 
minutes left in the quarter. For-
tunately, a 3-pointer and two free 
throws by Szorenyi in the final two 
minutes of the quarter helped the 
Tritons come out on top 55-53.
Springfield tied the game 55-55 
early on in the fourth quarter. The 
Tritons reclaimed the lead with 
layups by Lee and Fletcher but saw 
their first deficit of the game when 
the Prairie Stars pulled ahead 62-61 
with just 4:50 left to play. The Tri-
tons retied the game and took a two-
point lead thanks to a layup on a fast 
break by Lee, but the Prairie Stars 
pulled ahead 67-66 with less than 
four minutes left. Luckily, strong 
performance by the Tritons in the 
final minutes of the game, including 
three free throws and two jumpers 
by Szorenyi, led the Tritons to a vic-
tory over the Prairie Stars. 
The Tritons’ victory on February 
2 was head coach Katie Vaughn’s 
Triton Women’s Basketball Team 
Wins Over Springfield Prairie Stars
Wednesday, 2/8 All Day Women’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Wednesday, 2/8 All Day Men’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Thursday, 2/9 All Day Women’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Thursday, 2/9 All Day Men’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Thursday, 2/9 5:30 PM Women’s Basketball vs Southern Indiana Home
Thursday, 2/9 7:30 PM Men’s Basketball vs Southern Indiana Home
Friday, 2/10 All Day Women’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Friday, 2/10 All Day Men’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Saturday, 2/11 All Day Women’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Saturday, 2/11 All Day Men’s Swimming GLVC Championships Away
Saturday, 2/11 11:00 AM Women’s Softball vs Harding Home
Saturday, 2/11 1:00 PM Women’s Basketball vs Bellarmine Home
Saturday, 2/11 2:00 PM Women’s Softball vs Henderson State Home
Saturday, 2/11 3:00 PM Men’s Basketball vs Bellarmine Home
Sunday, 2/12 10:00 AM Women’s Softball vs Arkansas Tech Home
Sunday, 2/12 1:00 PM Women’s Softball vs Arkansas -Monticello Home
Sports Calendar
Lori Dresner
News Editor
Laura Szorenyi takes a shot. The 
UMSL Triton women’s basketball team 
stands 5–7 in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference.
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100th career win. Vaughn is in her 
fifth season as head coach for the 
women’s team at UMSL. 
The women’s basketball team’s 
final regular season road game was 
to be played at McKendree Univer-
sity against the Bearcats on Febru-
ary 4 at 1 p.m.
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UMSL’s 2016-2017 Women’s Basketball team.
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On January 26, President Don-ald Trump’s assistant and 
White House Chief Strategist Ste-
phen Bannon spoke with the New 
York Times, venting his frustration 
with major news publications and 
networks.
“The media should be embar-
rassed and humiliated and keep 
its mouth shut and just listen for a 
while,” Bannon told them.
“I want you to quote this,” he 
added. “The media here is the op-
position party. They don’t under-
stand this country. They still do not 
understand why Donald Trump is 
the president of the United States.”
These are odd statements, con-
sidering Bannon’s role as a founding 
member of Breitbart News, a far-
right media outlet that frequently 
attacked the Obama administration 
during its time in office. 
It is as if Bannon forgot where he 
came from or is conveniently ignor-
ing the double standard. And make 
no mistake: It is a double standard, 
no matter how righteous he may 
think he and his ideals are.
Regardless, Bannon has made 
strong accusations against the me-
dia. His stance is not a new one to 
come from the GOP, and this in-
cludes President Trump’s accusa-
tions that certain outlets like CNN 
are “fake news.”
It is understandable that there 
are concerns of bias in the media. 
This is nothing new. However, it 
bothers me that the government, es-
pecially someone as high-ranking as 
Bannon, would desire that the press 
be silent. 
It is important that the press 
continue to report and question the 
actions of government officials. It 
needs to question Bannon and the 
rest of Trump’s cabinet. I would 
expect this no matter who was in 
office. It is crucial that the media 
investigate and question all pow-
erful establishments in our society, 
and the world at large, to keep the 
public informed. Thus, in a sense, 
when Bannon says that “the media 
here is the opposition party,” he is 
not entirely wrong.
I am not saying that the media 
are perfect—we all know that is not 
the case. However, I would rather 
live in a society with an imperfect 
but relatively free press than one 
whose news sources act as puppets 
to the establishment.
In regards to Bannon’s com-
ment that those in the media “don’t 
understand this country,” I find it 
more likely that it is in fact Bannon 
who does not understand. These 
are words coming from the adviser 
to a president who, after only eight 
days in office, sank below a 50 per-
Steve Bannon and His Media Double Standard
Chris Zuver
Staff Writer
This issue’s International Ratio-nale column brings together the 
perspectives of both an American 
and an international student. 
We wanted to address the infa-
mous “travel ban” that arrived as 
an executive order from the pen of 
President Trump. The ban, which 
was laden with ambiguous language, 
did not clearly indicate those whom 
it banned. Even green card hold-
ers—who are normally allowed to 
enter and leave the country as they 
please—were neglected their safe 
return home. 
In the midst of the ensuing cha-
os, some wondered why nation-
wide protests erupted in response 
to Trump’s executive order, where-
as President Obama’s apparently 
similar restriction was relatively 
well-received. Obama’s restriction, 
however, did not apply to immi-
grants and tourists, and only result-
ed in a more complex and detailed 
screening of refugee-visa candidates 
and a reduction in the number of vi-
sas issued. Additionally, according 
to USA Today, Obama’s order only 
applied to one country, Iraq, and 
was a response to a specific threat. 
Trump’s executive order, on 
Trump’s Travel Restriction: Uncertainty and Activism
Victoria Bauer
Social Media Director
Leah Jones
Features Editor
international rationale
One of the first things prospec-
tive students notice when they visit 
a college campus is whether or not it 
is visually appealing. In many cases, 
the exterior and interior aesthetics 
of a campus can even make or break 
a student’s decision to attend that 
particular school. I know that I am 
not alone when I say that the Uni-
versity of Missouri–St. Louis’ visual 
aesthetics could use considerable 
improvement, especially in the 
places where students spend most 
of their time: the classrooms.
 While amenities like the 
Campus Upgrades Are A Worthwhile Investment
Lori Dresner
News Editor
Recreation and Wellness Center do 
enhance the campus’ appearance 
substantially, the most pressing im-
provements are those required in-
side the buildings where classes are 
held. Since UMSL is a commuter 
campus, many students do not en-
gage in activities on campus other 
than attending classes. Therefore, 
the one place you will always find 
students on a commuter campus—
classrooms—should remain high on 
the list of priorities when it comes 
to making renovations and ensur-
ing that they remain top-notch in 
appearance.
 The university has faced 
heavy recruitment, enrollment, and 
retention challenges in recent years. 
UMSL saw a 6.4 percent decline in 
total campus enrollment from Fall 
2015 and enrolled less than 500 
freshmen last fall for only the sec-
ond time in 30 years. In addition to 
negative public perceptions, one of 
the recruitment challenges cited in 
the Fall 2015 Enrollment Summary 
was subpar campus facilities and 
amenities. Considering this, the uni-
versity should make every effort to 
invest as much as possible in making 
the campus appealing for both those 
who visit the campus and those who 
are already here.
 As with any college cam-
pus, there are some buildings whose 
appearances are notoriously worse 
than others. There is no question 
that some of the oldest buildings 
on campus—the Benton and Stadler 
complex, for instance—are in dire 
need of renovations to their class-
rooms, restrooms, and overall interi-
ors. Like many of the other buildings 
on campus, the complex is simply 
outdated. Strides of progress have 
been made, including the opening of 
the new Science Learning Building 
that now adjoins Benton and Stadler 
Hall. Entirely new buildings are not 
always necessary, however; many 
of the already-existing buildings on 
campus would simply benefit from 
a few renovations and updates, such 
as new desks and carpeting, fresh 
coats of paint, and upgrades to more 
modern furniture.
 At a time when our uni-
versity is facing a substantial budget 
deficit, some may find it ludicrous 
for me to argue that the university 
should be investing more in the vi-
sual aesthetics of our campus. How-
ever, from a student’s perspective, 
I think that taking the chance and 
investing more in the campus’ ap-
pearance is better than sitting back 
and hoping that the enrollment and 
recruitment challenges will improve 
on their own.
cent approval rating (which is an 
exponentially faster decrease than 
any president in recent history has 
seen), who has appointed several 
disturbingly radical individuals into 
positions of power, and who lost the 
popular vote by 3 million people. 
Bannon is known for being in-
terview-averse. Perhaps this recent 
outburst goes to show why. And per-
haps it is Bannon who should keep 
his mouth shut.
Steve Bannon
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the other hand, bans immigrants, 
tourists, and refugees by pandering 
to the xenophobic and Islamopho-
bic fears of many Americans, de-
spite the absence of any reasonable 
threat. 
Many have called Trump’s trav-
el restriction unconstitutional, and 
even the acting attorney general at 
the time of its release questioned its 
constitutional legitimacy. Regard-
less of its constitutionality, this ex-
ecutive order has split families apart 
and left legally documented perma-
nent residents stranded. 
Of particular concern is the 
vagueness of Trump’s order—a 
shortfall that has affected  the 
University of Missouri–St. Louis 
community. Many of UMSL’s inter-
national students, especially those 
coming from the seven countries 
on Trump’s list, are left with doubts 
and fear. So we wonder, was this 
what the executive order intended 
all along?
Whatever its intent, Trump’s ex-
ecutive order has mobilized much 
of the nation, and our UMSL com-
munity in particular. School offi-
cials have reassured students that 
they are always welcome and that 
UMSL is their home; International 
Scholar & Student Services advisors 
and Counseling Services have giv-
en their undivided attention to the 
concerns of those affected. Students 
who are American citizens have 
asked, “What can we do to help?” 
Yet, there remains uncertainty over 
what this ban means for the nation, 
and what is to come. Do we really 
think that isolationism and the si-
lencing of others’ voices will gener-
ate anything but misunderstanding, 
xenophobia, and animosity? Will 
these things make us “safer,” as the 
current administration claims that 
it will?
Despite our worries, we main-
tain hope that the responses of the 
American people will get the atten-
tion of the powerful and impel them 
to do what is right.
Countries on Trump’s banned list.
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She said that she believes that in 
the cultural exchange, “[American 
students] can learn from us, because 
we have different perspectives. And 
we can also learn from them and 
share culture, because I think that’s 
the beauty of having this house.” 
If students want to get involved 
in the iHouse, they should not hes-
itate to stop by at 8026 Natural 
Bridge Rd, St. Louis, MO, 63121. 
They can also reach the iHouse 
leaders through their Facebook 
page: Umsl IHouse. 
The iHouse will host a Karaoke 
Night on February 24 from 5 to 7 
p.m.; an Indian Night, Holi Celebra-
tion, on March 10 from 5 to 7 p.m.; 
a Multicultural Variety Show on 
April 12 from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Mil-
lennium Student Center; an African 
Night on April 14 from 5 to 7 p.m.; 
and a Graduation Barbeque on May 
12 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Other events and ideas are 
welcome.
UMSL Students Celebrate World Hijab Day in MSC
Though outsiders may see the 
hijab as oppressive, many Mus-
lim women experience the hijab 
differently than this stereotypical 
interpretation. According to the In-
stitute of Islamic Information and 
Education, many women feel that it 
is a statement of their modesty and 
identity, which encourages others to 
see that the woman has more than 
just her beauty to offer. 
After the event, Saffaf posted 
to the group’s Facebook page, say-
ing, “The hijab is a headscarf worn 
by Muslim women as a symbol of 
modesty. It allows Muslim wom-
en to be noticed for more than just 
their looks, but also for what’s on 
the inside.”
The MSA will host other events 
promoting awareness of Islam 
throughout the semester, includ-
ing Islam Awareness Week, Henna 
drawings, as well as other events.
continued from page 1
WANT TO READ THE CURRENT ON YOUR PHONE?
The Buzz
Download The Buzz: 
UMSL and keep up on 
the latest national, local, 
and campus news.
Android iOS
continued from page 5
The UMSL iHouse:  
A Home for All
Alaa Saffaf explains World Hijab Day.
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Alaa Saffaf helps a young girl put on her hijab. Students and faculty experience what is like to wear a hijab.
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ed visuals. “Resident Evil 7: Biohaz-
ard” introduces a newer outlook on 
Umbrella Corp—a fictional compa-
ny that invented the viruses seen in 
many of the gameplays—while still 
pleasing the eye with those high-
end graphics, subtle colors, and at-
tention to detail.  With its uniquely 
infected people, weapon configura-
tion, and confined settings,  “Res-
ident Evil 7” reimagines the old 
Resident Evil concept, giving old-
gen players a sense of warm famil-
iarity. This first-person gameplay is 
set in a seemingly small house that 
uncomfortably enough—at least for 
the player—becomes quite large 
once inside. 
This takes us back to all the 
gaming concepts Capcom unifies 
for this video game. Not only are 
players experiencing a terrifying 
gameplay that includes extremely 
detailed gore, but they must ven-
ture through puzzles that include 
the house itself. Embedded in dif-
ferent sections of the house are 
compartments for keys, figures, and 
escape routes. If not investigating 
thoroughly enough, players could 
easily end up in a foreign area with 
no idea of how they got there or how 
to escape. The set up for the estate 
and house build was quite clever on 
Capcom’s part, successfully giving 
various play-styles their own little 
treat. 
Unfortunately, due to the large 
“7” next to the title, some new-gen 
players may have decided to im-
mediately call it a wrap, not giving 
“Resident Evil 7” a chance to im-
‘Resident Evil 7: Biohazard’ is a Refreshing Comeback
continued from page 4
“Resident Evil 7: Biohazard” game artwork.
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press. To those people, it is best to 
mention that, like Final Fantasy, 
each Resident Evil has its own sto-
ryline. While storylines still connect 
to the overall theme and idea of the 
original, each still harbors a differ-
ent event or take on the series. It 
is somewhat agreed that the initial 
appearance seems like a desperate 
chase for Outlast’s visual concept 
with the dark ominous settings; 
common black and brown, low-con-
trasting colors that embrace the 
dark areas; and common video tape 
usage, but playing more and more 
of the game actually reveals the old 
Resident Evil elements.
Truthfully, I’m not sure if most 
would label this game as horren-
dously frightening, but it is horren-
dous and disgusting in its own right. 
The development that went into 
graphics was well spent, and while 
some are calling this a desperate re-
turn for Capcom, I find it a return 
for the best. The long-neglected 
roots of the Resident Evil series 
have finally made an impressive re-
turn, and the ‘survival’ in the game’s 
description is no joke. It pulls away 
from the usual combat-ready char-
acters in many Resident Evil games, 
which serves as a refreshing remod-
el. Playing “Resident Evil 7: Biohaz-
ard” is a gratifying experience that is 
not only available on PlayStation 4, 
Xbox One, and Microsoft Windows, 
but also on virtual reality, increasing 
the chance of a terrifying yet rivet-
ing gameplay.
